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Center Stage : òAuditorium Designó 
by Ellen Kollie

Whatõs so difþcult about designing an 

auditorium? Plenty of seats, a stage, some 

overhead lights, and a microphone should 

do the trick. If only it were that simple. 

The following list of things to consider 

when designing an auditorium is certainly 

not exhaustive, but it does include some 

critical points. Break a leg on your next 

auditorium project!

1. Hire a consultant.
òWhile it sounds self-serving,ó says Rose Steele, ASTC, 
principal consultant for Landry & Bogan, Inc., òI think 
itõs important to hire a consultant who is expert in the 
design of auditoriums and to inquire as to that expertõs 
speciþc experience. If the architect is willing to engage 
a consultant, itõs less critical that the architect have 
done an auditorium previously.ó Mountain View, Calif.-
based Landry & Bogan is a theater consultant þrm.

The school auditorium is perhaps 
the most visited part of the school. 
While those in the community may 
or may not see a typical classroom 
in a school, they have more than 
likely visited the auditorium for a 
community event, school performance 
or graduation ceremony.

We received too many performing 
arts projects to showcase but we have 
highlighted a number of them in this 
article. Be sure to search our site over 
the next few days as we will add over 
30 auditoriums highlighted in the 
òDesigner Elementsó section.

Donõt forget that product information 
for a variety of products such as 
auditorium seating , music practice 
rooms, music equipment, and 
wheelchair lifts can be found in our 
òDesigner Productsó section.

Joel K. Sims, AIA
Founder/ President
Schooldesigner.com
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2. Hire the consultant early.
This ensures that the technology to be installed is co-
ordinated with the design and construction. òThe key is 
to make sure the infrastructure is there to provide for 
the installation,ó says Jeff Brotherston, a consultant 
with Technology Plus, òbecause you canõt go back and 
put it in without great difþculty and expense.ó Aurora, 
Colo.-based Technology Plus helps turn voice, data, and 
video communications technology into a competitive 
edge, with the integration of wireless data, audio-vi-
sual design, and security design.

Careful planning of the George Gardner Performing Arts 
Center (A) allowed the facility to reÿect the identity of 
four communities.

3. Consider the facilityõs program-
ming.

This sounds painfully obviously, but itõs critical to have 
an accurate conception of how you plan to use the 
space before design is begun. For example, if you have 
a strong drama program and desire a thrust stage, but 
also have a strong þlm program, you have a conÿict, 
says Steele. Similarly, if you have a strong music pro-
gram, but design primarily for drama, youõll be disap-
pointed with the acoustics.

Russellville High School Performing Arts Center and 
Science Center (B) will support new band, choir, drama 
and art spaces. 

South Elgin Schoolõs auditorium (C) is designed for com-
munity use, as well as school programs and events.

4. Plan now rather than repair later.
òWeõve been called in for peer reviews or remedial 
work for programs that fall short of expectations,ó says 
Christopher Savereid, acoustics consultant and presi-
dent of Cambridge, Mass.-based Acentech, a consultant 
in acoustics, audiovisual, and vibration. òItõs extremely 
difþcult to correct errors. For example, if the space is 
undersized, itõs difþcult to raise the ceiling.ó

George Gardner Performing Arts Center. Photo by Carlos 
Murrieta. 
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Russellville High School Performing Arts Center and 
Science Center. Photo by Crafton Tull Sparks. 
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South Elgin Schoolõs auditorium.  Photo by Mike Crews 
Photography. 

C

Product sponsor 
Translucent Wall PanelsProduct sponsor 

Playground Equipment

The evolution of play began in 1971, 
when Landscape Structures Inc. 
opened its doors and introduced 
the concept of continuous play. We 
have created some really amazing 
innovations over the years, including 
SkatewaveÊ modular skateparks, 
MobiusÊ Climbers, SpacenetÊ Climbers 
and more. Weõre proud to add EvosÊ, 
the inventive new playsystem that 
changes the shape of play, to that list.




